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I believe PLEA continues to fulfil an important role in bringing together people from different 

spheres who share an interest in pharmacy law and ethics. 

We have had another successful essay competition this year. Thanks are due to Ricarda for 

running it this year and she will tell you more about it and announce the winner. 

I have tried to use Twitter more this year, especially to draw attention to our website and the 

News items we have posted. 

I have made a positive effort to post more news which I hope is of interest and helps 

members keep up to date, especially with items of interest that they might not already have 

seen. At the time of writing, we had posted 35 news items since the last AGM. We have also 

tried to be more active on Twitter and to use tweets to drive traffic to our website. 

One particular activity PLEA engaged in during the year was to respond to a number of 

consultations.  There were 5, all of which took place over the Summer months.  I don’t have 

time to summarise our responses here/now, but we submitted responses to: 

 DHSC on the Rebalancing Board’s proposals regarding the extension of a defence to 

dispensing errors in secondary care; and the respective roles of superintendent 

pharmacists and responsible pharmacists 

 The MHRA on enforcement of the Falsified Medicines Directive that came into force 

on 9 February this year 

 The GPhC on the subject of online pharmacy 

 The GPhC on its publication and disclosure policy – how long to publish the details of 

registrants involved in fitness to practise proceedings 

 The GPhC on pharmacy premises regulation – resulting in new standards and a new 

enforcement policy about which you heard in today’s first presentation 

Responding to consultations is time consuming, and there is always a fear that bodies which 

consult may not genuinely take the responses into account.  Nevertheless, I consider it is 

important for PLEA, with its unique position, membership and with no axe to grind, is seen to 

be responding to proposals that impact on pharmacy law and ethics. 

Like last year, I wrote individually to all members whose membership had lapsed.  I am 

pleased to say that this had some effect in boosting our numbers – and our income. 

I have been very grateful for the support of an Executive who have helped formulate ideas 

for today’s seminar and for promoting PLEA to a wider audience. I particularly want to thank 

Edward Mallinson, who has had to answer numerous queries from me, as well as sorting out 

regular technical difficulties from members who had trouble registering for today’s seminar, 

as well as liaising with Charles Russell Speechlys to make the arrangements for today.  

One of the ideas we have taken up is the offer of free membership to pharmacy students.  

We hope that membership will encourage an interest in pharmacy law and ethics, and that 

they will want to remain members after graduating. 

Finally, thanks are of course due to Charles Russell Speechlys for allowing us the use of 

their accommodation today. 

David Reissner 
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